THE MENTAL PATIENTS' UNION.

The Mental Patients' Union is 2 union of nmental patients

and ex-patients formed and run by nental patients and EX=-RYXXXRENXS
patientse. It was founded on March 21st 1973, Membership

is restricted to mental patients and ex=-patients, there will

be however, a non- decision making associate membership

with no voting rights,

The Union has issued the following Provisional Declaration
of Intent,

"The Mental P2tients' Union will represent mental patients
and ex-patients wherever they require to be represented,
We will fight to make what rightc of recpresentation
formally exist effective, and to secure rights of
representation wherever th:sv do not exis+t. !

" We will work towards the abolition of compulsory
treatment, "

"We emand the total aboliti»n of irreversible pPsychiatri-
treatments | electric shock, vrain surgery, spccific drugs
etﬂ), We demand higher stendards in the testing of
treatments before use on patienis. We demand that

patients should be informed if a treatment is experimentel
and should have the effective richt to reiuse to be
experimented on, Ve denand tnal pPatients b=z told what
treatments they are receiving and what the long tern

efifects are,"

" We widl also fight for the abolition of cengorship

by Tospital authorities, of paticnts communications

witn society outside the hospital, anc in particular +he
abeclition of letter and phone call censorship, and the
abolition of any power of hospital authorities to restrict
patients' visitors,"

This declaration is provisional and the working narty

are preparing a morc detailed statement which will be

presented to the next genera meeting, on the—wth April
SmdEy) at 2p.m. at 60a Malden Road, N.VW,5,

NeBe

All publications of the 'Pilot committee for a lMental
Fatients! Union are n-w superceced by the publications

of the Union itself and do not have the authority of the Union,
They should not be quoted thererore as the policy of the
Mental Patients Union,

Contact address is at present; Flat I, 13 Christchurch Road,
Crouch End, London N.&, g
Contact telephone number iz Aad—ew Robertss 01~80%4 2357 §

The first publication of The Mental Patients Union



