SURVIVORS HISTORY GROUP

Our group  came together in April 2005 to celebrate and preserve for posterity the achievements of people who have been called mentally ill.PRIVATE 

The first artifact we preserved is a video of a 1984 presentation, called Life after Mental Illness, by members of Glasgow Link Clubs. We believe this was the first time that patients made a presentation to a Mind Conference.

Some of us preserve archives in our own homes. These include the records of the Scottish Union of Mental Patients (1971-1972), the Mental Patients Union that started in 1973, Survivors Speak Out, from 1986, and the National Advocacy Network and United Kingdom Advocacy Network, from 1991 to the present. We are using these to develop a history of the survivors' movement and seeking ways to preserve the documents for future public access. 
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We encourage people to record their own history. Biographies we have worked on include those of Frank Bangay, whose poetry and music gigs for PROMPT and CAPO in the 1980s developed into Survivors Poetry in 1991, and Moyna Peters who became a patient in Netherne Hospital on 1st May 1960 and now says "Care in Community really works for me".  

We are developing a comprehensive history on our website at 

http://studymore.org.uk/mpu.htm. 

The website includes a timeline of the movement, individuals' stories inter-related to this history, information boxes about organisations, indexes of history in magazines, reviews and summaries of books and articles, copies of historic documents, and listed archives, including catalogues of Anne Plumb's Manchester collection of books and pamphlets. 

Our work is financed by gifts from supporters. Any cheques should be to "Survivors History Group". 

We want to see a network of survivor historians throughout Britain and Ireland. If you would like to take part, please write to our secretary, Andrew Roberts, 177 Glenarm Road, London, E50NB - or email him via the website
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